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Friday evening services begin at 7:30 p.m.  
          Saturday morning services begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Shalom, 

I hope this finds everyone enjoying the 
summer as it is almost coming to a close 
(unofficially, of course, with the beginning of 
school). 

I’d like to ask every member of the 
congregation for help. This is a heartfelt plea 
for you to give of yourself to our little 
Shul/Synagogue. When you are asked to 
help or volunteer, please do so. If you’re 
unsure of the rules or don’t know how to do 
something, please ask. Someone WILL help. 
Someone always steps up to help & teach. 

Thanks & I’ll see you soon at High Holidays. 

B’shalom, 

Michelle 
 
 

ISRAEL EMERGENCY FUND 
 

The Jewish Federation of Huntsville is 
collecting funds for Israel at this very difficult 
time for the country. ALL of the funds 
collected for the Israel Emergency Fund are 

sent and used for Israel. We retain none of 
the funds for local use. 
 
Whether you are a Left leaning or Right 
leaning Jew, it doesn't matter-- show your 
support for Israel by contributing to aid the 
country. Do it now; now is the time of 
greatest need. 
 
Mail to:  Jewish Federation 
              P.O. Box 12491 
              Huntsville, AL  35815 
 
Max 
 
 

SISTERHOOD 

 
Greetings! This year the Sisterhood is 
looking forward to offering you a variety of 
events that you will enjoy. Ana Spraggins 
and her committee are working hard to come 
up with new and exciting things for us to do, 
as well as bringing back some old favorites. 
We will start off this year with our 
Membership Tea. Chef Sarah Brigadier will 
present a cooking demonstration at Lauren 
Goodman's home on August 17. After the 
demonstration, we get to feast on what she 
prepares. Please be sure to RSVP to Ana or 



myself so we can be sure to have enough 
goodies for everyone.  
   
Last week the Lunch Bunch had a great 
turnout at PF Chang. A good time was had 
by all. If you have a favorite restaurant or an 
activity you would like to do at our general 
meeting, please contact Ana or me. All ideas 
and suggestions are appreciated. 
 
BBYO is hosting a Back to School Shabbat 
service on August 15 at 7:30 PM, including 
the oneg following services. BBYO members 
will participate in the English portion of 
services. Everyone is welcome! Our BBYO 
chapter, which we are honored to sponsor, 
has been very active and is doing well. Last 
month we sent two members to the National 
BBYO Leadership Camp in Milwaukee. Both 
have held regional offices, and we are 
expecting great things from them. They have 
brought back useful leadership skills that 
they can use in their lives and to better their 
chapter.  
 
Starting this year, Sisterhood will be giving a 
complimentary one year membership to all of 
our Bat Mitzvah young ladies. We look 
forward to making them feel welcome. 
 
Don't forget, our New Year Greetings and 
Memorial Book is coming out at Rosh 
Hashannah. Send in all greetings, 
memoriams and advertisements right away! 
Remember also that Sisterhood dues are 
due September 1st.   
 
Please feel free to call or text me at 
(256)797-4013.     
 
Thank you for your continued and future 
support of your Sisterhood.  
 
Sandra  
 

MEN’S CLUB, ETC 
 
Next Meeting: August 26, Tuesday, 7:30 pm 
at Synagogue, CALLING ALL MEN. TWO 
HOURS OF FUN, FOOD, & FRIENDSHIP. 
  
IMS:  Please remember the two programs 
that we support-- First Stop and Food Pantry. 
Deliveries are made to both bi-weekly. Your 
support is appreciated and greatly needed. 
Please drop items in the entry way of the 
Synagogue. It's a mitzvah!!!!!                        
  
Simcha & Memorial Plaques: $50.00 and 
$75.00 respectively. Please see Joe Sacks 
for additional info.....256-883-1889 
  

Have a great summer and keep cool....Joe  
  
 
 

 

SYNAGOGUE GROUNDS CLEANUP 

 
We will do a synagogue grounds cleanup for 
the Holidays on September 14, starting at 
8:00am. Please bring any power trimming 
tools that you have. 
 
Breakfast will be available for the workers, so 
please mark your calendars with this date. 
Rain date, Sept 21. 
 

 
 

 
NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF EC 
 
Those of you who were at the Etz Chayim 
Picnic or who saw the day-glo orange notices 
at the Synagogue know that a group of 
members is working to boost the level of 
involvement and activity by our members. 
 



One example is that Sandra Wiederecht has 
taken on the responsibility of maintaining the 
congregation's cemetery records. Contact 
her with your needs in this area. 
 
Another is that Kevin Thompson is working 
on the building and grounds with Max 
Rosenthal. We may form a real committee to 
keep our building bright and spiffy. 
 
Etz Chayim is a terrific congregation; small 
but a real benefit to the community. This is 
especially true when all (or most) of its 
members participate in activities, including 
the Shabbat and Holiday Services that are 
our lifeblood, as well as other activities that 
make us a community. 
 
If there's some way you'd like to help and 
participate, or for a list of areas where we 
need help, contact me. If you'd like to get 
together to talk about ideas, think outside 
the box, and think creatively about where 
we're headed, you're not alone. I'm the focal 
point coordinating the responses. Please 
contact me. I can be reached via email 
at jonaberger@gmail.com 
 
Thank you very, very much for caring. 
 
Jon 
 
 

TISHA B’AV SERVICE 
 

As in prior years, we are planning to hold a 
joint Etz Chayim-Temple B'nai Sholom Tisha 
B'Av service. This year the program will be 
hosted at Etz Chayim Congregation, 7705 
Bailey Cove Rd. SE on Monday, Aug. 4, 
2014 at 7:30 pm. We will meet for about one 
hour of combined service & study of why and 
what we are mourning. The program will be 
led jointly by Dr. Goldberg and Rabbi Bahar. 
Jewish tradition is to observe this day with a 

24 hour fast beginning at sundown Monday.  
 
 

SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY 
 
We are cataloging the books donated by the 
estate of Eidele Sainker into our library. They 
include a variety of some very interesting 
books. Please come and check them out. 
Also, I have purchased a novel written by our 
rabbi for the High Holidays, Rabbi Freundlich. 
The book is titled, "Vyse Avenue" and is about 
a Jewish family in the Bronx during the great 
depression and WW II. If you would like to 
borrow it, please call me. 
 
Max Rosenthal 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Aug 04  Tisha B’Av at EC at 7:30 pm 
Aug 15 BBYO Back to School Shabbat 
Aug 17 Sisterhood Tea 
Aug 26 Men’s Club, 7:30 PM at EC 
Sep 01 Sisterhood dues are due! 
Sep 24 High Holiday Rabbi Reception 
 
 

ONEGS 
 

Aug 01 Michelle Lapidus 
Aug 08 Christie & Richard Berry 
Aug 15 Kevin Thompson 
Aug 22 BBYO/Holly Kent 
Aug 29 Shelley Higgins 

 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
Aug 01 Scott Hancock 
Aug 02 Joey Yalowitz 
Aug 10 Harriet Sacks 
Aug 20 Andrea Rosenthal 
Aug 22 Lucas Copeland 
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Aug 23 Lauren Goodman 
Aug 25 Michael Zelickson 
Aug 29 Daniel Wiederecht 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Aug 04 Sheri and Dennis Bulgatz 
Aug 09 Michal and Gary Hall 
Aug 12 Linda and Fred Kolchin 
Aug 16 Kelley and Jeffrey Zelickson 
Aug 28 Anna Maria and Gary Robbins 
Aug 29 Sue and Joe Paddock 
 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 
Aug 02 Av 06    Harold Isadore Yalowitz 
Aug 04 Av 08    Bruce Harris 
Aug 06 Av 10    Sadie Kopkin* 
Aug 10 Av 14    Bernard Roberts 
Aug 12 Av 16    Beatrice Goldner* 
Aug 13 Av 17   Fannie Feldman* 
Aug 14 Av 18   Gilbert A. Greenbaum 
Aug 20 Av 24   Betty Librett 
Aug 24 Av 28   Sarah Fink 
Aug 24 Av 28   Morris Martin Singer 
Aug 25 Av 29   Dolores D’Acosta Hein 
Aug 29 Elul 3   Belle D’Acosta* 
Aug 31 Elul 5   Adolph Goldstein* 
Sep 01 Elul 6   Grete Goldstein* 
Sep 01 Elul 6   Morris Krigelman 
Sep 01 Elul 6   Milton Levitt 
Sep 01 Elul 6   Roland Jordan Krantz 
*Memorial Plaque 
**Light Memorial candle at sunset the prior evening 
 
 
 

DONATIONS 
 
Rabbi Fund 

From: Harriet & Joe Sacks 

To: Michael Rosenthal - Continued good 
health. 

To: Shirley Roberts - Thinking of you and 
wishing you a speedy recovery. 
To: Bill Brigadier - In Memory of your father. 
 

General Fund 

From: Michal & Gary Hall 
In Honor of Jordan's Bat Mitzvah 
 

Randy Sacks Memorial Fund 

From: Susan & Alan Sacks 

In Memory of Randy Sacks  
 

Outdoor Lighting Fund 

In Memory of Gertrude and Perry Schlein from 
their daughters Natha Hancock and Robin 
Slomka and their families. 

 
Sisterhood Fund 
From: Shirley and Ted Roberts  
For: High Holiday bima flowers 
 
From: Arlene and Harry Yedid 
 
From: Helen and Robert Woodham 
 
From: Nannette Citron Schwartz 
 
From: Aida Reinbolt 
 
From: Linda and Fred Kolchin 
 
From: Rosalind and Dale Howard 
 
From: Dorothy and Bill Goldberg 
 
From: Clare and Michael Grisham 
 
From: Paulette Goldstein 
 
From: Lynn & Stephen Edmondson 
 
From: Kaye & Sonny Kreitman 
 
From: Mrs. Grace Rabatin 
 
 



RABBI RECEPTION 
 
On Wednesday, September 24th, we 
will have a Rabbi Reception after Erev 
Rosh Hashanah services. As always, 
please remember to bring a 
refreshment for the reception table. 
Drinks will be provided.  
 
 

MODESTY AND OTHER VIRTUES 

by Ted Roberts 
 

 
The Bible is full of mysteries. Aside from its 
poetry, philosophy, theology, history, it’s 
brimming with mysteries that have baffled the 
rabbis, theologians, and secular scholars of 
the ages. Some are well known and have 
been explored for centuries. Let me pose 
one which slapped my face as I read the 
familiar story of disobedience by the first 
newlyweds:  Adam and Eve. Such a simple 
story crowned by an anomaly that mystifies 
this scribbler and a schoolroom full 
of scholars. What is this obsession with 
nudity? 
 
As we know, the snake, so to speak, 
seduces Eve.  She, and naïve Adam swallow 
his marketing speech. Now they both 
metaphorically have ingested the wisdom of 
the Tree of Good and Evil. But to us, the 
ban on such a luncheon is already a puzzle. 
Why should G-d’s finest creation not know 
the difference between good and evil? It 
would seem the finest ingredient of mankind. 
Sin – the ingestion of the fruit of the tree – 
why the connection with nudity? There 
wasn’t a single tailor in Eden. 
 
First a strange interlude BEFORE they 
indulged their passion for the fruit of the 
tree:  “they were both naked, the man and 

his wife and they were not ashamed”. How 
strange. Why should they be ashamed? 
What’s blameful about nudity thousands of 
years ago? And who was to view their 
nakedness – the bluejays, the snake, the 
brown bear?  A conundrum if there ever was 
one. And why would their disobedience bring 
on nakedness? 
 
But we are not through. They do eat of the 
Tree of Good and Evil. And immediately they 
see something evil in their “nekkidness”, as 
we say down here. Why? They sew up 
underwear from fig leaves. Why does their 
violation affect the lower reaches of their 
bodies and not their minds?  Why are they 
suddenly sensitive to the revelation of their 
body? They just violated G-d’s command and 
they’re worried about the world’s first 
burlesque show! How irrelevant. What an 
imbalance. 
 
The charade – this relevance to the 
disobedience of an all powerful G-d and 
underwear continues. It’s a puzzle. 
 
G-d calls out to Adam – basically “where are 
you” – as though He doesn’t know. Adam, 
now wearing a fig leaf suit and matching 
vest, tells his Creator that he was afraid to 
answer, “because I was naked”. Shocking. 
Adam is afraid to stand nekkid (as we say 
down here) in front of his G-d. And 
furthermore his nudity evidently reveals the 
fact that for the sake of an apple he has 
shattered one of the only two 
commandments that G-d has levied upon 
him. Little does he know that centuries later 
his kin will receive 613 more! The dialogue 
that we and all mankind are familiar with 
follows. The punishment:  Adam has to get a 
job. Poor Eve is plagued with childbirth pain. 
 
And when the lecture is over unbelievably, 
G-d, Himself, “made tunics of skin and 



clothed them”. Why? Why is the Designer 
and Master of the galaxy shocked by 
nudity?  Every living creature is naked! 
 
This is mind bending.  Evidently, the 
newlyweds’ lack of wardrobe even impresses 
the Creator. And it loudly announces to G-d 
that the two naked ones have broken the 
only sanctions imposed on them. 
 
Why is it so important? We’re talking about a 
primeval wilderness, not Times Square. And 
why would the G-d of all creation worry how 
his children are dressed? There is some 
meaning behind here that we are missing. I 
mean, if you carved the Alps and scooped 
out the trench for the Pacific Ocean and 
hung the planets in the virgin sky, what 
difference does a fig leaf here or there 
make? Clearly, the translation misses 
something. Modesty is far from the top of 
the virtue chain. But I’m just a scribbler. Go 
ask your Rabbi. 
 
Scribbler on the Roof: ted11@hiwaay.net 
Website: http://www.wonderwordworks.com 
Blog site: http://www.scribblerontheroof.typepad.com 
Buy Ted’s collected works at: http://www.lulu.com/content/127641    
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