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Friday evening services begin at 7:00 p.m.  
Saturday morning services begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

L’Shanah Tovah, 

We will be saying these words toward the 
end of the month, so I wanted to get an early 
start. 

August 27 begins the month of Elul, and our 
Shul has many activities in which to 
participate. Please see our calendar in this 
issue of the Shofar for specifics. 

The sages say that the Hebrew letters of the 
word Elul form an acrostic for the verse in 
Song of Songs: Ani L’Dodi V’Dodi Li, I am 
devoted to my Lover and He is devoted to 
me. This utilizes the relationship between a 
bridegroom and his betrothed to depict the 
relationship between G-d and Israel. Any 
separation between the two causes an 
intense longing for one another, an actual 
“lovesickness”. 

Song of Songs shows the suffering Israel has 
sustained at the hands of its enemies, and 
we can conclude that the Divine distress at 
this suffering of His beloved Israel is great. 
Teshuvah is a long process, but all that is 
needed for the restoration of the ultimate 
relationship is a beginning; a sincere regret 

for having deviated from His will, and a 
resolve to return. 

On this day of the year, we begin sounding 
the shofar each morning to arouse us to the 
forthcoming Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur & 
Sukkos. 

The shofar is a call to teshuvah 
(repentance). The month of Elul is 
particularly propitious for renewal and 
rededication. We must take a moral 
inventory, for the days of accountability are 
approaching. Life is not a free-for-all. There 
are statutes by which we must live, and the 
G-d of Jacob sits in judgment. 

Teshuvah is hard work. Self-examination is 
not comfortable, and changing those habits 
which we discover to be objectionable 
requires persistence and diligence. 

“Sound the shofar… which leads to our 
festival.” The days of awe are followed by 
Succos, the festival of joy. All the effort 
expended in self-examination and in ridding 
ourselves of our character defects will 
ultimately be rewarded by the attainment of 
true joy. 



Today I shall… seek to restore my personal 
relationship with G-d by dedicating myself to 
teshuvah. 

B’shalom from my home to yours, 

Michelle 

 
SISTERHOOD  
 
Greetings, 
 
I would like to thank our event planning 
chairman, Ana Spraggins, and her committee 
for all their hours of planning and execution 
of events. I feel that they do such a good job, 
and everything goes so smoothly due to their 
efforts that we tend to take them for granted. 
We must always keep in mind that the major 
function of Sisterhood is to support our 
synagogue.  
 
Last year was a great year. We did new 
things and revisited some old favorites. The 
Sisterhood has sponsored an event every 
month.  
 
There are a number of functions that 
Sisterhood is responsible for, and you may 
not be aware of some of them. Sisterhood 
pays for, prepares (with help from the Men’s 
Club) and cleans up after the Latke Party 
and the Purim Hot Dog Supper, both of 
which are for the entire Jewish community.  
Sisterhood prepares the Yom Kippur Break-
the-Fast, provides brunch for the workers at 
the Grounds Clean Up Day, provided 
refreshments at the Tu B’Shevat tree 
planting with our speakers Ted Roberts and 
the Rabbi. We help with the Simchas Torah 
Pot Luck Dinner, Pesach, and we pay for all 
of the Rabbi Luncheons, as well as prepare 
for some of them. We have had two fund 
raisers this year—Nothing But Noodles and 

the New Year Greetings and Memorial Book. 
  
On the social side we have had seven Lunch 
Bunch days, which included new restaurants. 
We had Max Rosenthal’s program on the 
history of the Arab- Israeli conflict, Mahjong 
Night and the Membership Tea.  
 
We are very proud of our BBYO chapter, 
which meets monthly at Etz Chayim and is 
chartered and sponsored by our Sisterhood. 
This year we had a Graduation Shabbat and 
a Back to School BBYO Shabbat.  A number 
of our people are going to the Regional 
Conference shortly.   
 
In the coming year, we are looking forward to 
not only our supported religious functions, 
but also our social time together. Next 
month, look for my report on what new social 
functions we have planned. We hope that we 
will have enough diversity to spark interest. 
To that end, there is a list of suggested 
activities below. Please take a look at it, and 
contact me to indicate your interests. 
 
***PLEASE NOTE: DONATIONS TO 
SISTERHOOD CAN BE EAR MARKED 
100% ISREAL DEFENSE FUND OR 
CONTACT LUCY FISHER AND SHE WILL 
SEE THAT 100% REACHES THE IDF. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sandra Wiederecht 
 
P.S. Thank you! to all who supported our 
New Year Greeting & Memorial Book. If you 
are one of them, look for your copy in the 
entryway of the synagogue just before Rosh 
Hashanah (in-town members) or in the mail 
for out-of-towners and other supporters.  
 
POSSIBLE SISTERHOOD EVENTS: Please 
contact Sandra Wiederecht to let her know 



which ideas appeal you. Those with the most 
interest will be scheduled first. She looks 
forward to hearing from you at 256-797-4013 
or at sandra.wiederecht@gmail.com . 
 
--Evening trolley tour of Huntsville-
ghost/Spite house 
 
--women’s retreat in Atlanta or Fayetteville, 
with any content you like: religious, learning, 
gaming, crafting, visiting, etc. Anything. 
 
--tour of Belle Chevre (farm & goat cheese 
makers) in Elkmont with lunch 
 
--Game night: Bunko, Mexican Train, Mah 
Jongg—one or several different. Your choice. 
 
--Trip to Tunica, Ms. Bus leaves on 
Wednesdays, and the ride costs $35, but 
includes $25 voucher toward the buffet, and 
vouchers for snacks/sandwich for the bus 
ride back. It returns in the wee hours. 
 
 
MEN’S CLUB, ETC. 
 
Men's Club: No Meeting in September. See 
you in Shul!!!!!!! 
  
IMS: Now is the time to perform a special 
Mitzvah by donating to the Food Pantry and 
First Stop. Please bring items to the entry 
way of Synagogue. Your support will be 
appreciated and greatly needed. Deliveries 
made biweekly for both programs. 
  
Simcha & Memorial Plaques: $50.00 & 
$75.00 respectively. There is still time to get 
these installed before the upcoming 
Holidays. Please contact Joe Sacks, 256-
883-1889, for further details. 
  
Wishing all a very Healthy & Happy New 
Year----------------------------------------Joe 

SYNAGOGUE GROUNDS CLEANUP 
     
We would appreciate it if the congregation 
men would help with the cleanup of the 
synagogue grounds on Sunday, Sept 14, at 
8:00am, in preparation for the High Holidays. 
 
We will be trimming the bushes and trees 
around the building, as they have become 
somewhat overgrown. Please bring any hand 
or power trimming and cutting equipment. 
We will serve a light breakfast for the 
workers, and each worker will be given 
additional points on their "get-to-heaven" 
card. 
 
We would like the ladies to come and help 
clean up inside the building for the Holidays. 
 
Rain date is September 21. 
 
Max 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

YOU’RE INVITED 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2014 
 

NOON (IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SUNDAY SCHOOL) 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU  
 

AT THE 
 

JFHNA ANNUAL KICKOFF EVENT 
 AT TEMPLE B’NAI SHOLOM 

 
BBQ HAMBURGERS / HOTDOGS / ADULT BEVERAGES / 

SOFT DRINKS 
 

GUEST SPEAKER GIL TAMARY - WASHINGTON BUREAU 
CHIEF - ISRAEL’S CHANNEL 10 NEWS 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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ONEGS 
 
Sep 05  Dimari 
Sep 12 Liles 
Sep 19 Fisher 
Sep 26 Schwartz/Edmondson 
Oct 03 No Oneg-Fast Begins 
 
 
RABBI DINNERS 
 
The following spots are available to Sponsor 
a Rabbi for dinner. Please contact Lynne 
Edmondson at etzchayimoneg@gmail.com 
to sign up: 
 
Student Rabbi Shira Rosenblum: November 
1 or December 6 
Rabbi Kenneth Leinwand: January 10 or 
March 14 
Rabbi Pamela Gottfried: January 31 
Rabbi Ira Flax: February 21 or April 18 
 
 
DONATIONS 
  
BBYO Fund 
From: Shirley & Ted Roberts 
To: Howard Polin - So happy about your test 
results, rest up and stay well.  
To: Susan Messamore - Hope our thoughts 
and prayers will help you to get through this 
sad time. 
 
Rabbi Fund 
From: Janet Schindler 
To: Howard Polin - Continued good health. 
 
From: Lucy & Charlie Fisher 
 
From: Ron Goldberg 
 
From: Marion & Don Shelman 
In Memory of Barbara Sokolow, mother of 
Marion Shelman. 

From: Diana & Howard Polin 
To: Susan Messamore - Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you. In Memory of Barry 
Ratner. 
 
General Fund 
From: Marie & Mike Sumerall 
To: Michael Rosenthal - wishing you 
continued good health. 
To: Howard Polin - Wishing you a speedy 
recovery. 
 
From: Martin Freeman 
In honor of the work done by Max Rosenthal 
in maintaining the sanctuary and the 
grounds. 
 
Outdoor Lighting Fund 
In Memory of Gertrude and Perry Schlein 
from their daughters Natha Hancock and 
Robin Slomka and their families.  
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
See the schedule of High Holy Day services 
at the end of this Shofar or on our website at 
www.etzchayim-hsv.org . 
 
Sep 24 Erev Rosh Hashanah Services at 
                   7:30 PM followed by the Rabbi  
                   Reception-Bring a kosher dairy 
                   dessert. 
 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
I apologize in advance for errors (and there 
will be some!), particularly in the Anniversary, 
Birthday and the Yarzheit lists, for an 
indefinite period. I had a terrible computer 
virus and have taken the information from 
different sources—mostly old editions of the 
Shofar. Please email me with corrections at 
bailabat@comcast.net. I will appreciate your 

http://www.etzchayim-hsv.org/
mailto:bailabat@comcast.net


help, patience and understanding. I will do 
my best to correct the problems. 
 
Brenda 
 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Sep 03 Sandy & Marvin Kalachman 
 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
Sep 06 Janet Schindler 
Sep 09 Arlene Polin White 
Sep 14 Robin Slomka 
Sep 15 Larisa Thomason 
Sep 18 Sara Brigadier 
Sep 19 Russell Roberts 
Sep 22 Jesse Kalachman 
Sep 26 Molly Lapidus 
 
 
YARZHEITS 
 
Sep 01 Elul 06 Caryl Hollenberg 
Sep 01 Elul 06 Grete Goldstein* 
Sep 01 Elul 06 Milton Levitt 
Sep 01 Elul 06 Roland Jordan Krantz 
Sep 06 Elul 11  Milton Baum* 
Sep 07 Elul 12 June Rothfeder 
Sep 07 Elul 12 Leonard Flank* 
Sep 08 Elul 13 Alvin Jack Bulgatz 
Sep 09 Elul 14 Albert Goldner* 
Sep 10 Elul 15 John Goldstein* 
Sep 10 Elul 15 Barbara Beck 
Sep 12 Elul 17  Molly Silver Rodkin* 
Sep 13 Elul 18 Edward Kahn* 
Sep 16 Elul 21 Phil Wiederecht* 
Sep 17 Elul 22 William Karmiol* 
Sep 17 Elul 22 Beatrice Sainker* 
Sep 18 Elul 23 Alfred D. Freeman 
Sep 19 Elul 24 Abe Goldberg   
Sep 20 Elul 25 Percy Sacks* 
Sep 25 Tishrei 01 Leon Beck 

Sep 26 Tishrei 02 Daniel Flank* 
Sep 29 Tishrei 05 Louis B. Lepp* 
Sep 30 Tishrei 06 Sylvia Zarovsky 
Oct 01 Tishrei 07 Sam Natt* 
* Plaque  
**Light Memorial candle at sunset the night before 
 
 
VICTIMS BECOME PARDONERS ON THE 
HIGH HOLIDAYS 
By Ted Roberts 
 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur - as every 
Jewish child learns in prekindergarten - are 
about forgiveness.  Jews of all theological 
stripes - even those whimsical souls who 
spread mayo instead of mustard on their 
pastrami, eat sweet rolls on Passover, and 
think the Pentateuch is an Olympic event - 
regard these holy days with extreme gravity. 
 
Actually, the High Holidays, as they’re called, 
are a ten-day period beginning with Rosh 
Hashanah (The New Year) and ending with 
Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). 
Leviticus commands us to announce the big 
day, Rosh Hashanah, with a blast of the 
ram’s horn or shofar. That original ram’s 
horn, of course, still lingers in today’s   
terminology; trumpets, bugles, coronets, 
trombones are all referred to as horns. 
We blow the shofar - like the bugle at  
reveille - to wake up the worshiper to the 
reality of the world to come and the Divine 
Judge who awaits our appearance at the Bar 
of Justice. 
 
On Rosh Hashanah the fate of the penitent 
for the coming year is written in sand and on 
Yom Kippur it is carved in stone tablets. 
The earnest penitent - during those tense ten 
days when even the angels tremble, we are 
told - pleads with the Creator for absolution. 
But deep down in the midnight of his soul 
there’s a rumbling discontent. A distracting 
angst that darkens his hopes. The rub, you 
see, is that forgiveness for sins against one’s 



fellow humans must also come from the 
victim. So says the Talmud. That’s why 
murder is such a heinous crime. You’ve 
destroyed the only source of your absolution. 
You’ve burned down your house and your 
insurance agency with the same torch. 
 
When Jewish and Christian interfaith groups 
get together on Sunday for punch, cookies, 
and fellowship they talk for hours about the 
many similarities of the two sister faiths. 
“After all, we worship the same G-d - we 
share the Five Books of Moses.”  That’s the 
mantra of unification. But eventually the talk 
comes around to areas of delicate 
disagreement. And after an invigorating 
debate on the identity and timing of the 
Messiah, the next topic is forgiveness, the 
balm of Gilead. Soon, both sides are 
metaphorically throwing oatmeal cookies at 
each other because forgiveness is the epic 
discriminator between the two faiths. 
“Redemption must be earned like your daily 
bread,” says Jewish doctrine. “It droppeth 
from the sky like the gentle rain,” says 
Christianity. Raise your face and it will wash 
away your tears. Faith is the catalyst that 
metamorphs repentance into redemption. 
 
This easy absolution is inexplicable to the 
Jewish mind that meditates on the Yom 
Kippur message of repentance. If it’s pardon 
you’re seeking, says Judaism, there’s no 
dodging the plea to the aggrieved party. 
Though prayer, the pleading with the Judge - 
is an essential element of Judaism, it’s not 
quite the same as amnesty or even 
restitution: like fixing the fender of your 
neighbor’s car that you bashed one midnight 
- inviting to supper your wife’s cousin who 
you’ve ignored for years - returning the 
Social Security overpayment - praising the 
office competitor who you’ve routinely 
degraded around evaluation time. Which is 
more important, prayer or restitution? If the 

question comes up on “Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire”, who knows? Use a Professor of 
Comparative Religion as your lifeline. 
According to Jewish doctrine, the contrite 
sinner, in addition to his synagogue 
devotions, must run the gauntlet of those he 
has wronged. Even a merciful G-d is hesitant 
to pardon transgressions against humanity. 
He will forgive your violations of His legal 
code dealing with diet, Sabbath and worship. 
After all, you’re made in His image. But if you 
malign your friend with slanderous 
accusations or misbehave with his wife, 
who’s the virtual twin of Jennifer Lopez, then 
G-d shrugs.  Better talk to them first, He 
says. Ask forgiveness.  If they say OK, then 
come to Me. We’ll see. 
 
There’s a rabbinical tale that says on the day 
after Rosh Hashanah, while the divine 
decree is formulated but as yet unsealed, the 
Magistrate of the universe takes control of 
every aggrieved human heart.  And just as 
He hardened the heart of Pharaoh, He 
gentles those of the world’s victims. They 
always grant absolution if sincerely 
petitioned by the sinner. Furthermore, the 
Talmud consoles us with, “whose sin does 
G-d forgive?” Answer: “He who forgives the 
sins of others”. Between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, seekers of repentance 
fervently rely upon this comforting thought as 
they solicit their victims - now their 
pardoners. 
 
Ted Roberts, “The Scribbler on the Roof,” is a syndicated 
Jewish columnist and longtime member of our Synagogue. Buy  
Ted’s collected works at Amazon.com or the Sisterhood Gift 
Shop. Ted welcomes your comment and/or critique and can be 
emailed at: shirlr@hiwaay.net 
Website: http://www.wonderwordworks.com 
Blogsite: http://www.scribblerontheroof.typepad.com 
Buy Ted's collected works at 
http://www.lulu.com/content/127641 
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Come to listen or bring your instruments and come out to Jam. 

THIS MONTH’S SHOFAR IS SPONSORED BY LYNNE EDMONDSON.  http://goatfeatherfarm.org 

http://goatfeatherfarm.org/




 


